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Washington State Investment Board 
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January 24, 2008 
 

Present members:   

Carl Weimer, Chair  

Pete Kmet 

Rick Kuprewicz 

Jean Buckner 

Shirley Olson 

Bill Rickard 

Bob Bandarra 

George Hills 

Grant Jensen  

Bob Archey 

Dave Knoelke 

 

Absent members: 

Duane Henderson 

Leo Bowman, Vice Chair 

 

Other attendees: 

Steve King, UTC Safety and Consumer Protection Director 

David Lykken, UTC Pipeline Safety Program 

Sondra Walsh, UTC Pipeline Safety Program 

Marina Woodard, UTC Pipeline Safety Program 

Dan McDonald, Dept. of Ecology 

Earl Tower, Olympic Pipeline 

 

Agenda Items: 

1. Welcome and Adoption of November 29, 2007 Meeting Minutes  

The meeting was brought to order by Carl Weimer who welcomed all attendees. In a 

unanimous vote, the committee adopted the November 29, 2007 meeting minutes. Due to 

Dave Lykken’s schedule conflict, the chair amended the order of the agenda to facilitate 

UTC staff presentation. 

 



Citizens Committee Minutes 

January 24, 2008  

Page 2 

PO BOX 47250 • OLYMPIA, WASHINGTON • 98504-7250 

WEBSITE: www.utc.wa.gov/pipeline/ccops 

 

2. Committee member report on Washington D.C. Joint Technical Pipeline Meeting 

and Public Meeting on PHMSA “special permit” 
 Rick Kuprewicz presented a slide presentation relative to the Joint Technical pipeline 

meeting and PHMSA public meeting held on January 17 & 18, 2008. One of the subjects 

of the meeting was to review the gas transmission reassessment interval. The current gas 

integrity management reassessment interval is set at 7 years in federal law. Another item 

of discussion was the distribution management program (DIMP). (The material for this 

presentation is posted on the committee website at www.wutc. wa.gov/Pipeline/ccops/ 

workpapers&presentation). A notice of proposed federal rulemaking on DIMP is 

scheduled for April 2008. Rick also reported that control room management will also be a 

subject of proposed federal rulemaking by early summer 2008.  

 

There was considerable discussion around the PHMSA draft special permit procedure. Concern 

was raised around the need for notification of the affected public. Steve King promised to 

research whether the state (UTC) will be notified by PHMSA of any special permits within 

Washington.  Further discussion was postponed to the afternoon agenda item on the 2008 

workplan.  

 

3. Report on PIPA Plenary Session & Meetings  

David Lykken provided a summary of the PIPA (Pipeline and Informed Planning Alliance) 

kickoff meeting held in Washington D.C. on January 15 – 17, 2007. David and Carl Weimer 

expressed the need for added local government membership on the PIPA task groups. 

Examples include planners, council members and commissioners. PHMSA provided a link to 

the presentation made at the PIPA meeting. 

(http://primis.phmsa.dot.gov/meetings/MtgHome.mtg?mtg=48) 

 

4. How Pipeline Safety Program is Funded 

Sondra Walsh gave a description of how the Pipeline Safety program is funded. No dollars 

come from the state general fund. Rather, the entire program cost is recovered through a 

combination of federal (PHMSA) grants and fees charged to interstate and intrastate pipeline 

companies. The pipeline fees are set on a yearly basis based on miles reported by the gas and 

liquid companies, and number of hours charged to a company. Sondra distributed a spreadsheet 

illustrating the fees paid by each company as well as a pie chart illustrating revenues and 

expenditures for the 2005-2007 biennium. Jean Buckner expressed interest in knowing how 

other states fund their pipeline safety program. Sondra Walsh responded that there are many 

different methods, but in some cases, it is simply federal dollars and state general funds. Sondra 

also described how the pipeline safety program is audited each year by PHMSA. At the 

committee’s request, Steve King briefly described the rate setting procedures used by the UTC.  

 

5. UTC Update 

Steve King and Sondra Walsh completed the UTC update report due to Dave Lykken leaving 

to attend the PIPA task group web conference call. 

 Annual Pipeline Certification is due to PHMSA on March 28, 2008. This will be 

followed by an onsite audit by the state liaison for the Western Region the first week of 

April 2008.  

http://primis.phmsa.dot.gov/meetings/MtgHome.mtg?mtg=48
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 In response to a question by Jean Buckner, Steve King discussed how monetary fines 

assessed against pipeline companies are distributed. In accordance with the recent 

legislative change, all fines are now deposited into the pipeline safety account. 

 Steve King outlined the status of the ongoing recruitment process for the Outreach 

Coordinator and Director positions. Interviews for the Outreach Coordinator position 

are pending and a consultant has been hired to expand the candidate pool for the 

Director position.  

 

6. Pipeline Safety Exemptions in Washington 

The committee requested staff to discuss any exemptions to the pipeline safety requirements 

that exists under state law. Carl specifically had a question regarding whether military operated 

pipelines were exempt from regulations by the UTC. Dave Lykken explained the 

circumstances regarding Whidbey Island-Naval Air Station (NAS). The twin 4 and 8 inch 

pipelines, each approximately 5 miles long were reconfigured into what is called a “dock line.” 

Therefore, safety jurisdiction of this line now falls with the U.S. Coast Guard. Dave Lykken 

explained that staff is seeking clarification of UTC jurisdiction from the Attorney General 

(A.G). Jean Buckner requested that the A.G’s response be reported to the committee. The 

committee expressed the desire to understand the standard to which the pipeline is being 

maintained. Dave Lykken explained that the operator stated that they planned to continue to 

maintain the pipelines in accordance with hazardous liquid safety regulations found under CFR 

Part 195. Staff will work with the Carl Weimer to investigate this matter further with Whidbey 

Island-NAS.  

 

7. Draft Brochure 2006-2007 Stakeholder Report 

Carl distributed a draft copy of the brochure for comments and amendments from the members. 

Recommended changes include: 

 Remove “Advisory” from committee’s title. 

 Correction of the number of meetings held in 2006 and 2007. 

 Correct Bob Bandarra’s place of residence to Lake Stevens. 

 Include citizens committee’s contact information on the bottom of the last page. 

 Change “Robert” to Bob Archey. 

 

 With these amendments, the committee moved the brochure be printed.  

 

8. 2008 Workplan Introduction & Review / 2008 Workplan Tasks and Assignments 

 PHMSA Special Permit 

Discussion continued on the potential of requested public notification of PHMSA 

special permits. Grant Jensen discussed that notification of special permits is probably 

required under RP1162 (Public Awareness Rule). This notification would include local 

government and the affected public within 660 feet of the impacted pipeline. Jean 

Buckner suggested that notification should include UTC, local governments and the 

newspaper. The committee moved to write a letter to PHMSA with a recommendation 

that the UTC be notified of all special permits in Washington. Further, the letter is to 

include a recommendation that the public notice be made available both at the 

beginning of the process and at its conclusion. Bob Archey volunteered to draft a letter  
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to PHMSA. Carl Weimer will assist Bob in preparing the draft for review by the 

committee.  

 

Discussion of the 2008 workplan continued with Carl Weimer’s review of his draft document 

that was distributed to the committee. The three major topic areas for 2008 include: 

 Damage Prevention 

 Public Education & Right to Know 

 Land Use Around Pipelines 

 

Jean Buckner recommended adding another sub topic under Public Education to improve and 

standardize safety reporting. Jean further clarified that she is concerned with the incident data 

on PHMSA’s website which she found impossible to understand. Carl proposed this item will 

require someone to review the PHMSA website data. Jean Buckner volunteered for this task.  

 

Under the topic of Land Use, the committee discussed the desire to review the eminent domain 

relating to pipelines. This is a legal topic with both state and federal law involved. It was 

suggested that the A.G’s. office give the committee a briefing on eminent domain in 

Washington.  

  

Damage Prevention is considered a high priority to the committee in the coming year with a 

possibility of legislation in 2009. Bob Archey volunteered to take a lead on this topic. The 

committee discussed which stakeholders should be involved in the Damage Prevention topic. 

Pipeline companies, excavators and One-Call locators are already involved but there may be 

others. 

 

Shirley Olson questioned whether there will be any tours scheduled during the year. Carl 

Weimer stated perhaps two tours can be scheduled, but they should be related to the workplan.  

 

There was consensus to follow Carl’s proposed calendar of meeting topics within the draft 

2008 workplan. Each member who is responsible to lead the topic may suggest amendments to 

this proposed calendar.  

 

There was a further discussion relative to the letter the committee directed to PHMSA on the 

special permit process earlier in the meeting. The committee agreed to add a request that the 

public notification include not just the opening and closing documents, but all the intermediate 

steps in the special permit process. 

 

9. Public Comment 

 No public comments. 

 

10. Future Meeting Locations and Agendas – Other Business 

The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, April 3, 2008. The meeting location will be 

notified later via e-mail. The committee discussed a potential tour of Jackson Prairie and 

there was a further discussion of proposed LNG projects in the Pacific Northwest. Carl 

suggested the committee members e-mail him of potential tours during the year.  
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11. Adjourn 

The meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m. 


